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Overview of 2015 NAEP Assessment 

Administered mathematics and reading assessments 

January – March 2015  
 

National Samples 
• 13,200 twelfth-graders assessed in mathematics 

• 18,700 twelfth-graders assessed in reading   
 

Results available for 
• Nation 

• Trend comparisons for 
◦ Previous assessment in 2013 

◦ First assessments in 2005 for mathematics and 1992 for reading 
 

Performance reported as 
• Average scale scores (0–300 scale for mathematics and  

0–500 scale for reading) 

• Achievement levels (Basic, Proficient, Advanced) 
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Mathematics 



Average mathematics score lower than 2013 

Mathematics 

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2015. 

4 

Lower- and middle-performing students score 

lower compared to 2013 

No significant score change for higher-performing 

students compared to 2013 

Average mathematics score lower than 2013 
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No significant change in the percentage of students at 
or above Proficient compared to 2013 
 

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2015. 

NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

Mathematics 



Scores for racial/ethnic groups unchanged compared 

to 2013 
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Mathematics 

† Not applicable. 

NOTE: The NAEP mathematics scale ranges from 0-300 at grade 12. 
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Mathematics 

† Not applicable. 

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2015. 

NOTE: The NAEP mathematics scale ranges from 0-300 at grade 12. 

Scores for most racial/ethnic groups higher compared 

to 2005 



Mathematics 

NOTE: The NAEP mathematics scale ranges from 0-300 at grade 12. 8 

Score increase for one group since 2013 

 



Mathematics 

NOTE: The NAEP mathematics scale ranges from 0-300 at grade 12. 
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Scores decline in all mathematics content areas 

since 2013 



Reading 



Reading 

Average reading score not significantly different 

from 2013 
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Decrease from 2013 for lower-performing students 

 

Increase from 2013 for highest-performing students Average reading score not significantly different 

from 2013 

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2015. 



Reading 
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* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2015. 
1 Accommodations not permitted. 

NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

No significant change compared to 2013 in the 

percentage of students at or above Proficient 
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Reading 

† Not applicable. 

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2015. 

NOTE: The NAEP reading scale ranges from 0-500. 

Scores for racial/ethnic groups unchanged 

compared to 2013 
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Reading 

† Not applicable. 

‡ Reporting standards not met. Sample size insufficient to permit a reliable estimate. 

# Rounds to zero. 

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2015. 

NOTE: The NAEP reading scale ranges from 0-500. 

Scores for most racial/ethnic groups unchanged 

compared to 1992 



Reading 
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Scores unchanged compared to 2013 for most student groups 

 

Not available. 

NOTE: The NAEP reading scale ranges from 0-500. 



Grade 12 Mathematics and 

Reading Summary 



Summary: Average Scores 
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* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2015. 

Average mathematics score lower and reading score unchanged 



Summary: Findings Across Subjects 
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Academic 

Preparedness for College 



Academic Preparedness 
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Provisional estimates of the percentage of students 

academically prepared for college 

of students scored at or above 163 
NOTE: The NAEP mathematics scale ranges from 0-300 at grade 12. 

 

2013 2015 
M AT H E M AT I C S  



Academic Preparedness 
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Provisional estimates of the percentage of students 

academically prepared for college 

2015 2013 

of students scored at or above 302 
NOTE: The NAEP reading scale ranges from 0-500. 

 

R E A D I N G  
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Explore the results online 

http://nationsreportcard.gov 

http://nationsreportcard.gov/

